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Sewage Sleuthing on 

the River Cam:
Why is the Bathing Water 

quality so poor, and what 

should be done about it?
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Cam Valley Forum
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Bathing Water Designation

Aim: òto protect the environment 
and the health of Europeans by 
attaining good bathing water 
quality throughout the EUò

This involves

¸Information for ñbathersò

¸Measures to improve water 
quality if rated ñPoorò

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topic

s/water/bathing-water_en 

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/water/bathing-water_en
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/topics/water/bathing-water_en
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So what did this yearôs Environment Agency 

monitoring show?

¸ Water quality at Sheepôs Green will 

undoubtedly be officially rated as ñPoorò

¸ This will trigger advice against 

swimming, investigations into the 

causes, and measures to fix them
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Whereôs the faecal pollution coming from?

¸Anglian Water sewage system?

¸Inadequate ñnormalò treatment?

¸ñSpillsò?

¸Surface water when it rains?

¸Misconnections?

¸Birds, dogs, cattle? 

¸Private septic tanks?



5

1973

What should happen to our waste water?

In Newnham Croft

¸ Surface water: 
¸ to River Cam via 

Paradise ditch

¸ Foul water
¸ to Cambridge 

Sewage works

¸ Sometimes via 
Combined Sewers
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Haslingfield Sewage Works 4km upstream, treats a lot of sewage

Toft Grantchester

Little Eversden

Harston

Haslingfield

Barton

Comberton

Hauxton

Haslingfield Sewage Works
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What could possibly go 

wrong?

¸ñSpillsò due to 

¸Too much water 

¸Blockages

¸Mechanical failures

A ñspillò at Harston pumping station releasing 

diluted sewage into the street at Button End

Overflow tanks at Haslingfield 

Sewage Works full to the brim
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ñSpillsò happen alarmingly frequently. 

¸ Data on overflows from sewage works is 

available online, but itôs not always reliable.

¸ Haslingfield and Foxton Sewage Works 

nominally overflow 10-30% of the time. Plus..

¸ Our EIRs reveal at least 35 spills in Harston, 

Haslingfield and Grantchester since Jan 2021 

from pumping stations and the network.

Purple blobs: Sewage Works with active storm overflows on 3/10/24 
https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/environment/storm-overflows/storm-overflow-map

Anglian Water responses to CVFôs Environmental 

Information Requests


